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AL-MALIK AL-KAMIL,  THE SON OF Al-AADIL

Abu '1-Maali Muhammad, surnamed al-Malik al-Kamil Nasir ad-Din (the perfect
prince, champion of Hw faith], was the son of al-Malik al-Aadil. We have already
mentioned something of his history in the life of his father; see the preceding
article. When the Franks (the crusaders] arrived at Damietta (A. D. 1218), al-Malik
al-Kamil had just assumed the supreme authority, Imud ad-Din Ahmad Ibn al-
Mashtub (vol 1. p. 162) and a great number of other grandees were then with him;
but they joined the party of al-Malik al-Faiz Sabik ad-Din Ibrahim, the brother of
al-Malik al-Kamil, in consequence of a plan concerted with the former of these
princes. Though al-Kamil had discovered from some circumstances of their conduct
that they meant to depose him and confide the sultanship to his brother, and though
their intention had been divulged, he felt obliged to keep on good terms with them
on account of the presence of an enemy in the country, and he acted towards them
with great longanimity, it being then impossible to have recourse to expostulation
and remonstrance. He continued to pursue this line of conduct till the arrival of his
brother al-Malik al-Moazzam, the lord of Damascus (vol. //. p. 428). This was on
Thursday, the 19th of M '1-Kaada, A. H. 615 (6th February, A. D. 1219). In a
secret conference with this prince, he disclosed matters to him and designated Ibn
al-Mashtub as the ringleader of the band. Some days afterwards, he (al-Moazzam]
proceeded, unexpectedly, to Ibn al-Mashtub's tent and, having called him out,
he expressed the desire of conversing with him in private. Ibn al-Mashtub im-
mediately mounted on horseback and rode off with him, unaccompanied. Al-Moaz-
zam had previously selected some men on whom he could rely and ordered them
to follow. He then entered into conversation with Ibn al-Mashlub, passing from
one subject to another, and continued to keep his attention engaged, whilst he gra-
dually drew him off from the camp. He then said: "Imad ad-Din ! this country
"is yours but we wish you to give it up to us/' Having then furnished him
with a sum for his necessary expenses, he told the detachment (which had now come
up] to take charge of him and conduct him out of the desert. Ibn al-Mashtub,
being alone and unable to resist, was obliged to submit. Al-Moazzam then returned